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future, from the mob garbed in white to the frowning
walls of the fortress she had left behind; and from the
temples along the road to where the mighty hill of Jaranda
lowered in front of her. According to popular belief,
Jaranda is a fragment that fell from Drona mountain,'as
the monkey god Hanuman carried it to Lanka, and it
seemed now to look down with approval on her act and to
beckon her along the path which led to her husband's pyre.
When hor elephant's stately steps had traversed the
two miles that separate the town from the junction of the
two rivers, Sakwarbai dismounted. In her hands she
took Kitsa grass and sesamum seed and turned towards
the east and the north, while the Brahman priests repeated
several times the mystic word "Om!" She then bowed to
the god Narayan and declared that in order to enjoy with
the dead king the felicity of heaven, to sanctify both his
ancestors and her own and to expiate his sins, she would
ascend his funeral pile. As witnesses to her vow, she called
aloud on the ten Directions, the Sun, the Moon, on Air, on
Ether, on Earth and Water, on her own soul, on Yama the
king of Death, and on Day, Night and Twilight. On the
pyre was erected a cabin of grass and leaves. Sakwarbai
entered it and the corpse of Shahu was placed beside her.
Next as if to shew that sho had left behind her the petty
quarrels of this life, she beckoned to her side the Peshwa
BalajL She gave into his hand her earrings of pearls and
rubies; and blessing him, bade him rule the country well
and make its people happy *. Last of all she took a lighted
candle in either hand and bade her relatives apply their
burning torches to the wood stack. On the spot where
Sakwarbai met her death the Peshwa Balaji had a stone
Shivlinga or sign of the god Shiva built. At one end of it
lie placed a sculptured image of Sakwarbai. Every evening
for a hundred and fifty years the Shivlinga has been
honoured by the homage of priests and the offerings of
the pious; and any evening the visitor to Satara who cares
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